<Date>

The Honorable xx

Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

Address

Washington, D.C.  xx

Dear Representative xx:   

Re: US – Colombia Free Trade Agreement
<Your company/organization> would urge you to approve the US – Colombia Free Trade Agreement currently pending before Congress. Agreements like the proposed US- Colombia FTA ensure that the United States may continue to gain access to world markets, which will result in an improved economy and additional employment of Americans.

<Description of your company/organization & its interests/goals.> 

California is one of the ten largest economies in the world with a gross state product of approximately $1.8 trillion. International related commerce accounts for approximately one-quarter of the state’s economy. Export-supported jobs account for more than 10 percent of California’s total private sector employment - about one in 10 jobs.

In the past few years Colombia's economy has experienced positive growth due to the government’s efforts to reduce debt, promote exports, and improve security. This has promoted increased confidence in the future of Colombia’s economy within the business sector at home and abroad.  

Total trade in 2008 between Colombia and the US was nearly $24.5 billion, with the US exporting $11.4 billion worth of goods to the nation. 

In 2008, California exported over $419 million to Colombia, making it one of our state’s top 50 export partners. 

A US-Colombia Free Trade Agreement and a possible US-Andean FTA are critical elements of the US strategy to liberalize trade through multilateral, regional and bilateral initiatives. The agreement will also increase momentum toward lowering trade barriers and set a positive example for other small economies in the Western Hemisphere.

The US – Colombia Free Trade Agreement will benefit those of us in California and the United States as a whole, and we thank you for your consideration of this important piece of legislation. 

Sincerely,  

